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The Second National Geophysical Conference with international participation was held in the National Palace of Culture, Sofia from 21 to 23 October 1998. It was organized by the Bulgarian Geophysical Society (BGS) with the financial and organizational support of  the European Association of Geoscientists and Engineers (EAGE) and its PACE Foundation, the Bulgarian Ministry of Environment and Waters, the Scientific-Technical Union of Mining, Geology and Metallurgy, the Scientific-Research Institute "Geology and Geophysics", Corp. Oil and Gas exploration and production Co., the University of Mining and Geology "St. Ivan Rilski", the Geophysical Institute of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Airborne Geophysical Surveys Ltd. Geotechmin Ltd., Rexim Seis Ltd., Risk Engineering Ltd., Rare Metals Ltd.


More than 220 geophysicists, geologists, students, official guests from Bulgarian institutions and international geophysical organizations from Hungary, Greece, Turkey, Albania, Macedonia, Yugoslavia, Germany, The Netherlands, Great Britain and Canada took part in the Conference. At the opening ceremony greeting talks were given by the presidents of the BGS (Dr. P. Stavrev), the Balkan Geophysical Society (Dr. G. Sideris), Albanian Geophysical Society (Prof. A. Frasheri), the official representative of the EAGE Dr. T. Bodoky, the representatives of the Bulgarian Ministries of Industry and the Environment and Waters.


The Conference started with a General Session which included two plenary talks by  L. Christoskov et al. and Ch. Dachev et al., which were devoted to the basic stages in the development of the geophysics in Bulgaria during its more than one hundred year history. These papers gave high estimation of the present status of the geophysical science, education and geophysical prospecting as well as outlined approaches for their further development during the period of transition toward free market economic structure in Bulgaria.


The scientific programme was organized in five sessions of different topics and included 85 oral and poster presentations by 167 authors. It included studies on seismology and physics of the Earth interior, geomagnetism, gravimetry and geothermy, applied geophysics, geological and geophysical aspects of the environment, geological and geophysical investigations of large geostructures in the Balkan region. At a special session on the geoengineering of the 21st century Dr. Patric Corbettwas gave a talk according to the EAGE's "Distinguished Lecturer Programme". Another successful geophysical event preceded the conference - two days lecture course on acquisition and interpretation of seismic data. The lectures were given by Mr. Wim Goudswaard according to the EAGE's 'Guest Lecturer Programme".


The conference was accompanied by an exhibition where 11 institutions took part, among them: Mitcham Industries Inc. (USA), OmniQuest Intern. bv (The Netherlands), ReximSeis Ltd., Geotechmin (Bulgaria); GeoMentor e.e.i.g. (Greece), Maha Ltd. (Canada), Geology and Geophysics Co., Oil and Gas Exploration and Production Co., University of Mining and Geology 'St. Ivan Rilski', Ministry of Environment and Waters. Poster panels and desks were at the disposal of the EAGE and the Balkan Geophysical Society for advertising and distribution of their materials.


The scientific, technical and social programmes of the conference were successfully implemented. The high level organization and implementation of the conference strengthened the prestige of BGS with the geophysical association. The conference demonstrated the creative attitude of the geophysicists to the modern problems in studying geophysical phenomena, geological structures, ore deposits and energy sources, civil engineering, environment and archaeology. The importance of the geophysical science, education and exploration for the development of modern Bulgaria was emphasised.
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